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it is ouastionable whether the policy of protecting the former

.bucn cizsad,  And ha might very well he succzssful in thils
£ nvnr, purtloularly if, as is often the ¢aso, tha individnal

Ouite apart from the dxclassification workload factor,

n5S atfiliation of (IA G“)lﬁfum& is ecilther 01E0LtiVu 0 e
T T The fact that an inlividsal served with the 058 .
S t nr should ﬂﬂt, ancomatically male him“queui. v o

i ; imately 20,000 veterans, less than , 000 uound oE
IR 'h& Ageuc~~-anq MOT than half of t)nwv AT NOW aﬂﬁwrﬂuo&,?l?
often in an overt status, ‘oreover, it 1s apparcat that many '

Ageney emnloyess who servad with the 088 have made no effore
v aonceal that fact whe questioned LOHC“lﬂldg theiy World Var
17 activities, :

The sifort to conceal the former 0S5 affiliation of CIA

oy loyees »y daleting their names fron documents may have tae

nsite offoet From thatxiatended. Tt is entirely possible o

chnt the requester's curlnsity conuld be stimnlated to the point
et ho would mako a determined offort to discover waat had

whiose nume was removad nua served as a member of a team and

» other toan naenmbers wero ideatified in the Jdocument. A
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. .iTm menmbarship of the group. The znd result would be that

Agency, in withholding an individual's name in orwer to

protect his current intellizence connesctlons, raised suspicion
ant increased the xisk of exposure. , :
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Litevest o1 axpediting the Jeclassification veview of QS8
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t\‘c 055 4
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CENVRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ¥
‘ WA_SHINGTON. D.C. 20505

T

25 April 1974

Mr. Edwin A. Thompson

Director, Records Declassification Division
National Archives and Records Service
Seventh Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20408

Dear Alan:

This is to advise you that on 17 April 1974 the
Director of Central Intelligence approved an amendment to
"Guidelines for Declassification of Office of Strategic
Services Records," transmitted to the Archivist of the
United States by DCI letter of 16 May 1973. Paragraph 1,
under the heading Detailed Guidance: Named or Identifiable
Individuals (pp. 1-2), 1s affected by the change. Specifi-

.cally, the Director of Central Intelligence has determined

that the identities of 0SS non-agent personnel need no
longer be protegted beyond 30 years merely on the basis of
subsequent service with the Central Intelligence Agency, the
Central Intelligence Group, or the Strategic Services Unit.

The document authorizing this change is on file in this
office. It is not planned to issue a revised version of the
"Guidelines" document. This may be done at some future
date, however.

It would be appreciated if you would notify Dr. Rhoads

of this action. A copy of this letter is enclosed for Mni\\\\

W,
RS
oA

Sincerely, | ™

)3

!TCHIVISt

< -
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